
CONCLUSION/NEXT STEPS
The Bergen County Master Plan seeks to recognize and meet present day 
challenges and address the jurisdictional fragmentation that constitutes the 
county’s landscape.  It identifies ways to reinforce the county’s strengths and 
mitigate its challenges and weaknesses through a critical examination and 
evaluation of current conditions, and develops a common vision that transcends 
individual municipal boundaries and empowers small local governments to 
collaborate on shared initiatives, key to a smarter, more efficient future.

The master plan provides a snapshot of existing conditions, a vision for the 
future (including built and natural environments, as well as programming for 
future programs, projects, and improvements), aspirational goals for future 
projects and implementation, and a compendium of current “best practices”.  As 
such, it also serves as a strategic tool for which agencies can tie future budgeting 
and priorities.

The master plan also provides direction and a “big picture” to help guide 
municipalities in their planning, development, and environmental efforts.  
In this manner, the county provides a regional perspective related to inter-
jurisdictional and broad-sweeping matters, and promotes a number of best 
practices and innovative tools.

Going forward, Bergen County and each of its 70 municipalities will face 
different opportunities and challenges.  To evaluate and respond to these, this 
plan examines the following factors:

•	 Land availability for new development and redevelopment;
•	 Challenges and opportunities inherent in redevelopment and shifting 

economies;
•	 Population growth and demographic changes, including necessary services 

to address growth and change, trends in housing, settlement patterns, etc.;
•	 Mobility and accessibility, including matching transportation to shifting 

land use patterns, provision of public transit services, state of good repair, 
traffic congestion, and the like;

•	 Provision of open space and recreation;

•	 Fostering arts, culture, and historic resources;
•	 Preserving water quality and natural resources;
•	 Ensuring availability of public services; and
•	 Preparedness through resilient and sustainable practices.

It is important to note that a master plan should serve as a “living document”, 
one which is as comprehensive as possible at the time of publication (which 
represents a present-day “slice in time”), but that is revisited periodically 
in order to ensure it remains as current as possible and responsive to new 
challenges, trends, and dynamics.  Some examples of these include:

•	 New technology
•	 Demographic/economic trends
•	 Shifting development patterns
•	 New data releases (Census, etc.)
•	 New legislation/policy directives
•	 Response to emerging issues
•	 Changes to best practices, and corrective action for outdated processes/

concepts
•	 Revisiting to stay as current as possible in our operations as a county 

(county departments, agencies, administrative guidelines, etc.

Similarly, the master plan’s currency will be addressed through various degrees 
of modifications over time.  An annual “Year in Planning” review of recent 
trends and developments in the field, emerging issues and best practices, and 
the like will be prepared for the Administration in order to keep them current 
with the issues and be able to advise on upcoming edits and corrections to the 
master plan.  Minor errors and corrections may be addressed through issuance 
of “Errata” sheets, to be compiled in an ongoing appendix to the current 
plan.  Larger, more broad-sweeping changes should be addressed through 
Amendments that are addressed by the Planning Board.
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