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State suspended Nealy
for alleged misconduct

By MAYA KREMEN
STAFF WRITER

ENGLEWOOD - The city’s public de-
fender, who has longstanditti; tli)es toc cify
. II})e;rgogrgtshlllas resi%ned after being sus-
pended by the state for all -
mg}%&s clients. caedly neglect
he state suspended Walter Nealy's Ii-
cense this month for alleged miscondg’ct n
tvs%},;gflgivate clients’ cases, which came on. -
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Nealy was reprimanded by the state i
2001 for misappropriating $4,000 and fail-
ifig to keep proper records, state docu-
ments show. In 2004 he was reprimand- .
ed for “gross neglect” after the state found
he failed to file paperwork and misled a - '
client. ::: o K o
The city hired him as a pari:time pub- -
SR See RESIGN Page L-6~
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lic defender in June 2007.

Nealy said his three-month sus-
pension was unfounded.

«I'm disappointed, butitis what
itis,” he said. “My version of What
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occurred was somewhat iffer-

en '?J
Johnson said the council did not
know about Nealy’s reprimands
* when it hired him. He called the
failure to check Nealy's records
with the state “an oversight”
“Why didn’t anyone check it? X
don't know,” he said. “I was not
proactive in checking his back-

Public defender

he did not return numerous calls
from another client regarding a
bankruptcy hearing.

Nealy maintains that he told the

ground. As paft of the process DOW
fo select an attorney to represent a
“hoard or entity, I would check their

background.”
Nealy made $4,886in 0007 and. first client about the dismissed ap-

has made $5,659 in 2008 to dateas peal, and returned the second
a public defender. His job was to client’s calls.
represent clients in municipal _ Ints decision to suspend Nealy,
court who could not afford private the state said he was “unwilling to
attorneys. ‘ learn from his prior encounters
The state found last month that with the disciplinary system.”
he misled a man with a murder  City officials have chosen immi-
conviction into thinking an appeal gration attormey Joseph Raia to re-
was pending, when it had actually place Nealy, Johnson said.

been dismissed. :
In addition, the state found that E-malk kremenm@northiersey.com




