HOW MUCH WILL THE NJCK
PROGRAM PAY?

Thare is a maximum state subsidy rate that
varies according to the type of provider, age
of the child, and hours of care. Your PARA
will clearly state the rate for your subsidy
and the portion (co-payment) of the rate that
will be paid by you.

Ask your provider about fees. The provider
may charge you additional fees if the
provider's usual fee is more than the state
rate. Additional fees are not part of the
co-payment. Arrangements for payment of
additional fees are betwsaen the parent and
provider and do not affect the parent’s
eligibility for or receipt of subsidy.

If your provider charges additional fees, ask
for & written statement detailing these fees
and keep careful records of all payments you
make for your co-payment and additional fees.

The MJCK program does not pay registration
faes,

Office for Children
(201) 336-7150

CHOOSING CHILD CARE

If you need to find child care, the Office for
Children can assist you. Finding the best
child care arrangement for your family takes
time and efiort and we are here to help by
providing the tools you need. Thess are
some of the steps to take:

./ As soon as you Know you may nead
child care, call the Office for Children at
(201) 336-7150. We are open Monday
through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

v Discuss vour child care needs with an
Early Childhood Specialist, who will review
the different types of care available,

v You will receive referrals to regulated
child care providers in your area and infomation
about important things to look for when
selecting child care.

¢ Visit several providers with your child
before making a decision.

/ Choose the provider who meets your
P ¥

needs. We will continue to assist you until

you find the right provider for your child,

" Consider how long the child care
arrangemeant will maet your family's needs.
Changing child care providers is hard for
children and their parents. Try to choose
child care that will work: now and in the future.

APPLYING FOR NJCK

1 The first step is to submit an application
to the Office for Children. If you need an
application, call the Office at {201) 336-7150
and request that an application be mailed
to you.

2 Original documentation of income and/or
education/training must be provided.

3 You will receive-a written acknowledgement
when your application is received.

4 |t additional information is needed, you
will be notified in writing.

5 When your application is complete, you
will be advised in writing of your eligibility to
receive subsidy.

B If you are eligible, you may be put on a
waiting list until funds are available,

USING THE NJCK CHILD CARE
SUBSIDY

When vou have been notified that you are eligible
for subsidy and funds are available, this is what to
axpeact:

& You will receive a welcome letter and a form
that must be completed and returned by the
stated due date to notify
the Office for Children of
yvour choice of provider.

% When your provider
has been approved, you
and the provider will
recaive a Parent/Applicant
Provider Agraement
(PAPA), with details of the
child care payments that
have been authorized:

% Your co-payment amount will be stated
on the PAPA. You will make this payment to
the child care provider, and the Office for
Children will pay the balance of the approved
rate. Failure to make your co-payment can
result in termination of your child care subsicy,

&% You must notify the Office for Children
promptly of any changes in family size,
address, income, wark/school information,
child care provider or hours of cars.

% Eligibility for child care subsidy will be
redetermined each year

WILL THE NJCK PROGRAM PAY
MY CHILD CARE PROVIDER?

The following types of providers are eligible
to receive payment:

& A New Jersey licensed child care center
& A registered family child care provider
i A Mew Jersey licensed or regulated
after school program

&% A regulated summer camp

# A “home approved” provider (relative or
friend of the family who is at least 18 years
old; the home where the care is provided
must pass an inspaction by Office for
Children)



What is NJCK?

The New Jersey Cares for Kids (NJCK)
Child Care Certificate Program subsidizes
child care costs for low and moderate-
Income familiss.

#(It is administered by state-designated
Child Care Hesource & Beferral Agencies
(CCRERs) within the framework of state and
federal laws and regulations,

v The Dfiice for Children is the CC&R for
Bergen County,

v Receipt of subsidy is depandent on eligibility
and avallabiiity of funds.

v’ Families contribute to the cost of child care
by making a co-payment, which is based on
farmily size and household income.

v/ Eligitsle ¢hild care costs include bafore and
after school carg, full-ttme or part-time cars, and
sUmMmer cang,

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?

v’ The family's gross annual Income
cannot exceed the maximum set by
the state of N.J for the family size.

v All adults in the household must
be working or in school full time, with
limited exceptions specified by the
state of M,

v Children under the age of 13 are
eligible. Children with special needs
are eligible until age 19.
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QFFICE FOR CHILDREN
PROVIDING CHILD CARE RESOURCES

& REFERRALS SINCE 1980
The missicn of the Office for Children is fo
strengthen and coordinate child care services
in Bergen County. Services focus
an availlability, affordability
and guality of care.

CHILD CARE RESOURCES AND
REFERRAL SERVICES FOR FAMILIES
» Information on guality child care options,
« Free, confidential referrals to child care
programs in Bergen County

HELP PAYING FOR CHILD CARE
» Work First New Jersey and New Jersey
Cares for Kids (NJCK) child care subsidy
programs assist low-income families with
child care expanses.

FROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND
TECHMICAL ASSISTANCE SERVICES
FOR PROVIDERS

= Professional development warkshops,
conferences and informational mailings

» Video and book lending library

» Technical assistance about creating and
operating child care programs

FAMILY CHILD CARE REGISTRATION

* Training, home inspection, monitaring
and technical assistance for family child
care providers

CHILD CARE HEALTH CONSULTATION
SERVICES FOR FAMILIES
AMND PROVIDERS
* Telephone and on-site consultation
about healthy, safe, developmentally

appropriate care 5
= Health and safety workshops .+
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